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The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” Advent begins on 
the fourth Sunday before Christmas and continues until nightfall 
on Christmas Eve. The focus of  the entire season is the celebration 
of  the birth of  Jesus the Messiah in His first Advent, and the 
anticipation of  the return of  Christ the King in His second Advent. 

Advent also symbolizes the spiritual journey of  individuals and our 
community, as we affirm that Christ has come, that He is present 
in the world today, and that He will come again in power. Advent 
reminds us that we live between these times and are called to be 
faithful stewards of  what is entrusted to us as God’s people. 

We observe Advent as a deliberate way to join with the church 
around the world in preparing ourselves for celebrating Christmas 
(the Incarnation). Preparing allows us to remember our God who 
is at work. Many times in the Scriptures, God calls His people 
to remember. Remembering is a powerful way to reset our lives. 
Remembering God’s faithfulness and deliverance in the past also 
leads to hope and faith for the future. This is why Advent is marked 
by a spirit of  expectation, anticipation, preparation and longing. 

Instead of  frantically running and consuming our way through the 
holiday season, Advent calls us to live at a slower pace. 

Each week focuses on different aspects of  our life with God.

Hope

Faith 

Peace 

Joy and Love. 

These themes are meant to remind us of  God’s redemptive work 
in our lives and heighten our anticipation of  a King who will bring 
peace, justice and righteousness to the world.    

Symbols of Advent
Observing Advent is an invitation to pay attention to our lives, 
others around us, and God’s presence. It is also an invitation to 
pay attention in our corporate worship gatherings. Each Sunday 
in Advent, there will be creative expressions that symbolize the 
journey of  Advent. Here are a few noteworthy items:

Candles: Each week a candle will be lit to represent a different 
aspect of  Advent (hope, faith, joy, peace, love). Three candles will 
be the color purple, representing personal preparation and royalty 
(the coming of  a King). The color pink will be used once (3rd week) 
to indicate that the Advent journey leads to celebrating Jesus’ 
coming. Lastly, the color white is used to announce that the Light 
has come.

Color: The color purple appears in various ways to remind us that 
Advent is a time of  personal preparation and the coming of  our 
King, Jesus.

Observing Advent
There are various ways you can participate in Advent. We 
encourage you to select at least one of  the following. 

Weekly Advent Wreath Devotional (included in these pages)

The Advent Wreath is a wreath that contains five candles - four 
in a circle, one in the center. A candle is lit each week and is 
accompanied by Scripture reading from the NIV and a time of  
reflection. The NIV translation is written on a 3rd grade level, so it’s 
easier for children to grasp. 

Jesse Tree Devotional Guide and Symbols

The Jesse Tree is a tree branch decorated with symbols 
representing the stories of  people in Jesus’ family tree. Each day 
during December, a story from the “Jesus Storybook Bible” is read 
before a symbol is hung on the branch. The Jesse Tree devotional 
reading guide is available below and downloads of  the symbol are 
available online for download at www.cground.org/midtown/advent



ADVENT DAILY READING
Below is the daily reading plan from the Revised Common 
Lectionary. This is a fantastic way to dive deep into the  
Word of  God daily throughout the Advent season.

Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017, First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7; 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9;   
Mark 13:24-37

Monday, Dec. 4, 2017
Psalm 79; Micah 4:1-5; Revelation 15:1-8

Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2017
Psalm 79; Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-10

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017
Psalm 79; Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38

Thursday, Dec. 7, 2017
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Hosea 6:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10

Friday, Dec. 8, 2017
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 11:19-26

Saturday, Dec. 9, 2017
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Ezekiel 36:24-28; Mark 11:27-33

Sunday, Dec.10, 2017, Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8

Monday, Dec. 11, 2017
Psalm 27; Isaiah 26:7-15; Acts 2:37-42

Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2017
Psalm 27; Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 11:1-18

Wednesday, Dec.13, 2017
Psalm 27; Malachi 2:10-3:1; Luke 1:5-17

Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017
Psalm 126; Habakkuk 2:1-5; Philippians 3:7-11

Friday, Dec. 15, 2017
Psalm 126; Habakkuk 3:2-6; Philippians 3:12-16

Saturday, Dec. 16, 2017
Psalm 126; Habakkuk 3:13-19; Matthew 21:28-32

Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017, Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126     
or Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28

Monday, Dec. 18, 2017
Psalm 125; 1 Kings 18:1-18; Ephesians 6:10-17

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2017
Psalm 125; 2 Kings 2:9-22; Acts 3:17-4:4

Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017
Psalm 125; Malachi 3:16-4:6; Mark 9:9-13

Thursday, Dec. 21, 2017
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:1-11; Hebrews 1:1-4

Friday, Dec. 22, 2017
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:12-19; Hebrews 1:5-14

Saturday, Dec. 23, 2017
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Judges 13:2-24; John 7:40-52

Sunday, Dec. 24, 2017, Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55     
or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38



Advent Wreath Devotional Guide____________________________
First Sunday of Advent:   
Sunday, December 3, 2017
Greeting: 

“God, make us new again. Let your face smile on us with favor. 
Then we will be saved.” - Psalm 80:3 

Candle Lighting:

Light the first purple candle.

Say: “This is the hope candle, the light of  the prophets. As we light 
this first Advent candle, we have great anticipation of  seeing the 
wreath in its fullness of  light. This week we focus on the words of  
the prophets. The prophets remind us that we can place our hope 
in God and His promises.

The hope candle calls us to a hope that is certain and expectant. 
Today we read the words of  the prophet Isaiah. Prophets show 
us God’s promise keeping. Let’s enjoy the light as we listen to the 
Word of  God spoken by Isaiah.”

Scripture Reading: 

Isaiah 64:1-9 (Isaiah 64:3-4 for younger children)

Say: “This portion of  Isaiah is actually a prayer of  lament that 
God’s people prayed together. A lament is a prayer that cries out to 
God from the midst of  grief, pain or any difficulty. “

Responding in Prayer: 

Take turns praying with the following guidelines:    
Begin your prayer by asking God to show His mighty works in this 
world through your family and in your life. Now remember a time 
that God did something amazing. Tell God that you know He is 
good and that you trust Him. End prayer by reading Isaiah 64: 8-9.

Blessing: 

“There is no gift of  the Holy Spirit that you don’t have. You are 
full of  hope as you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to come again. 
God will keep you strong to the very end. Then you will be without 
blame on the day our Lord Jesus Christ returns.”    
- 1 Corinthians 1:7-8 

Changing the Light:

Say: “I want to show you what happens when the candle light is 
changed. Sometimes people don’t pay attention to this. Look. Do 
you see how the flame is in just one place now? It is right here. 
When I change the light, it will no longer be in just one place. You 
can’t see it after it spreads out all over the room, but it is there.”

(Snuff the candle)

“Watch. Do you see it? It is no longer here in just this one place. It 
is spreading out. Our room is now full of  invisible light - the light 
that is always with us, the light of  the prophets.”



Second Sunday of Advent:   
Sunday, December 10
Re-light the first candle before beginning.

Greeting: 

The Lord is not slow to keep His promise. He is not slow in the 
way some people understand it. He is patient with you. He doesn’t 
want anyone to be destroyed. Instead, He wants all people to turn 
away from their sins.  2 Peter 3:9

Candle Lighting:  

Light the second purple candle.

Say: “This is the faith candle, the light on the path to Bethlehem. 
We light this candle to remember how the way was prepared for 
Jesus’ coming. We hope that as the Advent light increases, our own 
readiness may also increase. Let’s enjoy the light. (Sit quietly and 
enjoy the light.)

We are on our way to Bethlehem. God made a way for Mary and 
Joseph to get to Bethlehem, even though it was a long, difficult 
journey. That is what Bethlehem is a picture of: God bringing you 
to the place that He wants you to be so that He can do something 
great through you.”

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 40:8-11

Say: “In this passage, Isaiah is encouraging the people to be strong 
in their faith and to proclaim the Good News to all. “

Responding: 

Ask: “What sticks out to you after reading this passage? 

When or where have you seen God come with power? 

Is there someone in your life that needs to see God’s power or be 
held close to His heart? Say a prayer for that person.”

Say: “Isaiah says that God’s Word (Promises) will last forever. I 
wonder if  there is something you need help believing regarding 
God’s Promises in the Bible?”

Blessing: 

“Dear friends, I know you are looking forward to that. So try 
your best to be found pure and without blame. Be at peace with 
God.  Remember that while our Lord is waiting patiently to return, 
people are being saved.” - 2 Peter 3:14-15

Change the Light: 

Say: “I want to show you what happens when the candle light is 
changed. Sometimes people don’t pay attention to this. Look. Do 
you see how the flame is in just one place now? It is right here. 
When I change the light, it will no longer be in just one place. You 
can’t see it after it spreads out all over the room, but it is there.”  

(Snuff the first purple candle naming it as you do) 

“The light of  the prophets.”  

(Snuff the second purple candle) 

“Watch. Do you see it? It is no longer here in this one place. It is 
spreading out. Our room is now full of  invisible light - the light that 
is always with us, the light of  faith on the road to Bethlehem.”



Third Sunday of Advent:   
Sunday, December 17, 2017
Re-light the first two candles before beginning.

Greeting: 

“The Lord has done great things for us. And we are filled with joy.” 
- Psalm 126:3

Candle Lighting:  

Light the pink candle.

Say: “This is the joy candle, the light of  the angels. The word 
“angel” means “messenger.” Throughout the Bible, we see God 
sending an angel to deliver messages to His people. But, at Jesus’ 
birth, a whole choir came! Some have even wondered if  all the 
angels of  heaven were so excited about Jesus’ birth and God’s plan 
to save everyone that they couldn’t contain themselves. They burst 
into joyous praise!”

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 61:8-11

Say: “Isaiah was a prophet. He said God’s very words to remind the 
people of  what God promised to Abraham (optional: read Genesis 
12:1-3). The words of  Isaiah, especially verses 10-11, give us 
beautiful images of  joy! This joy is the result of  delighting in God 
and remembering His promises.”  

Responding: 

Say: “We can express joy through singing. Singing can also change 
our sorrow to joy when we don’t necessarily feel like singing. When 
we praise the Lord, we’re actually building a place inside of  us 
where the Lord can live (Psalm 22:3). When we praise the Lord, we 
are reminded of  our mission to proclaim the praises of  Him who 
called us from darkness into light (1 Peter 2:9). And Jesus even said 
that through little children comes perfect praise (Matthew 21:16).

Let’s sing together “Joy to the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord has come. Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature 
sing.”

Blessing: 

“The people of  Jerusalem will say, ‘We take great delight in the 
Lord. We are joyful because we belong to our God. He has dressed 
us with salvation as if  it were our clothes. He has put robes of  
godliness on us. We are like a groom who is dressed up for his 
wedding. We are like a bride who decorates herself  with her 
jewels.’” - Isaiah 61:10

Changing the Light: 

Say: “I want to show you what happens when the candle light is 
changed. Sometimes people don’t pay attention to this. Look. Do 
you see how the flame is in just one place now? It is right here. 
When I change the light, it will no longer be in just one place. You 
can’t see it after it spreads out all over the room, but it is there.” 

(Snuff the first and second purple candles naming them as you do) 

“The light of  the prophets, the light of  Bethlehem.”

(Snuff the pink candle)

“Watch. Do you see it? It is no longer here in this one place. It is 
spreading out. The room is now full of  invisible light - the light that 
is always with us, the light of  the angels of  joy.”



Fourth Sunday of Advent:   
Sunday, December 24
Re-light the first, second and third candles before beginning.

Greeting: 

“The angel greeted her and said, ‘The Lord has given you special 
favor. He is with you.’” - Luke 1:28

Candle Lighting:  

Light the third purple candle.

Say: “This is the peace candle, the light of  the shepherds. The 
shepherds were taking care of  their sheep when an angel appeared 
to them. They were so frightened by the angel. They could hear 
their hearts beating, but they could also hear singing in the sky! 
The angels were singing, ‘Don’t be afraid.’

The shepherds are a picture for us to see God’s heart: God 
wants us to hear the Good News so much that He is willing to do 
whatever it takes to find each person. He loves us so much that He 
sent us His Son, the Prince of  Peace, to earth to show us how to 
live His way.

Today’s reading recounts the story of  Mary hearing God’s plan 
to send His Son to earth. Notice how Mary’s response turns from 
being troubled (v. 29) to being at peace with God’s plan (v. 37-38).”

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-38

Say: “Mary was able to have amazing peace during a difficult time 
for her and her family. God gave her strength and comfort, and her 
faith grew and became very real to her.”

Responding:

Say: “I wonder what Mary’s deepest worries were after receiving 
the news from Gabriel that she was pregnant with the Son of  
God? Imagine how God wants to use you for His glory. Close your 

eyes. Imagine Jesus asking you, ‘Do you trust me? Are you afraid?’ 
Spend some time in quiet and listen to your heart for an answer to 
these questions.

Sing together “O Come, all ye Faithful”

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. Oh come, ye, oh 
come ye, to Bethlehem. Come and behold Him, born the King of  
angels. Oh come let us adore Him, Oh come let us adore Him, Oh 
come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.”

Blessing: 

May God receive glory. He is able to strengthen your faith because 
of  the good news I preach. It is the message about Jesus Christ. It is 
in keeping with the mystery that was hidden for a very long time.”  
- Romans 16:25

Changing the Light: 

Say: “I want to show you what happens when the candle light is 
changed. Sometimes people don’t pay attention to this. Look. Do 
you see how the flame is in just one place now? It is right here. 
When I change the light, it will no longer be in just one place. You 
can’t see it after it spreads out all over the room, but it is there.” 

(Snuff the first three candles, naming them as you do.) 

“The light of  the prophets, the light of  Bethlehem, the light of  the 
angels.”

(Snuff the fourth candle)

“Watch. Do you see it? It is no longer here in this one place. It is 
spreading out. Our room is now full of  invisible light - the light that 
is always with us, the light that appeared to the shepherds.”



Christmas Eve or Christmas Day
 Re-light the first four candles before beginning.

Greeting: 

The people who are now living in darkness will see a great light. 
They are now living in a very dark land. But a light will shine on 
them. Isaiah 9:2 

Candle Lighting:

Light the white candle.

Say: “This is the Christ Candle. Look! When you come to the 
mystery of  Christmas, everything changes. It becomes the color 
of  pure celebration. This is when the Baby is born, the One we 
have been waiting for. Here is the Christ Child, the Mystery of  
Christmas.”

Pause for a moment of  silence – take time to enjoy the brightness 
of  the five candles.

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:15-20

Responding: 

Say: “When Jesus enters our lives, not only do we receive God’s gift, 
but we start to become like Him! That means we become gift-givers 
too! We give the gift of  His message, His love, His compassion and 
His kindness. The shepherds told everyone what they witnessed the 
night Jesus was born. I wonder who in your life needs to hear the 
Good News that Jesus brings?”

Blessing: 

“God’s saving grace has appeared to all people.” - Titus 2:11

Changing the Light: 

Say: “I want to show you what happens when the candle light is 
changed. Sometimes people don’t pay attention to this. Look. Do 

you see how the flame is in just one place now? It is right here. 
When I change the light, it will no longer be in just one place. You 
can’t see it after it spreads out all over the room, but it is there.  

(Snuff the first four candles, naming them as you do)

“Light of  the prophets, the light of  Bethlehem, the light of  the 
angels and the light of  the shepherds.”

(Snuff the white candle)

Watch. Do you see it? It is no longer here in this one place, it is 
spreading out. Our room is now full of  invisible light of  Christ. It 
is filling up the room with the prophets, Bethlehem, the angels, the 
shepherds and Jesus’ light. Anywhere you go, you can come close to 
the light.”




