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Prayer:  Holy Spirit, give us the discipline to listen to your voice and the Scriptures tonight. 
Give us grace for one another and courage to share our lives together as you form us in Christ’s 
image.  Amen 
 
When was the last time you wrote or received a handwritten letter in the mail?  How did it make 
you feel to write it or receive it?  
 
The Philippian Christians received a letter from their friend, the Apostle Paul.  He was brutally 
beaten and imprisoned in their city when they first met him.  This was because he was sent out 
by God to share the message of Jesus with them.  And now, in a prison in Rome, he writes to 
them again.  
 
What sort of world was the early church birthed in and how is it similar/different from ours today?  
 
Read Philippians 1:1-11 
 
Personal Reflection 
What words or phrases stand out to you when you hear the text read?  Why do you think the 
Holy Spirit brought those to your mind? 
 
 
Group Discussion 
Paul is writing from a Roman prison and he is in prison because of his obedience to the calling 
that God gave him.  

● How is it that he can write this letter with joy and thanksgiving?  

● How and when was joy and thanksgiving expressed in your home?  How were those 
moments the same/different as Paul’s description. 

 
 
  

 



 

Paul is writing because of their partnership in the Gospel.  The Greek word is Koinonia and it 
means fellowship and to share in something.  Paul sees these people as partners not as 
parishioners.  

● Describe how you feel or understand your personal and HC relationship with CG. 

● What would you like to see changed or enhanced in order to feel like a partner in the 
work that God is doing with CG? 

 
 
Paul tells the Christians in Philippi that God, “began a good work in them and will bring it on to 
completion.”  

● What is the good work that God is doing in your HC?  

● How does that fit in the work that God is doing within the larger CG congregation?  
 
Paul expresses a deep affection and joy for the Philippians in the opening of the letter.  He 
longs for them with the “affection of Christ.” 

● How was affection expressed in your home growing up? 

● How do you express your affection (of Christ) towards others? 

● How would you describe the relationships you have within the HC?  What are ways the 
relationships could grow deeper?  

 
 
Personal Reflection 
Read Paul’s prayer:   

So this is my prayer: that your love will flourish and that you will not only love                 
much but well. Learn to love appropriately. You need to use your head and test               
your feelings so that your love is sincere and intelligent, not sentimental gush.             
Live a lover’s life, circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus will be proud of:              
bountiful in fruits from the soul, making Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting             
everyone involved in the glory and praise of God. 

The Message 
 

● How would you know if your life and your life as a HC is growing in the direction of this 
prayer?  

 
● What needs to change inside of you in order for you to be a part of the flourishing of your 

HC community? 
 


