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Advent is a season of revelation.  During Advent we remember what surrounded Jesus’ first 
coming: centuries of prophetic promises, angelic visitations, and finally, the miraculous birth 
of the Son of God.  These moments brought revelation to a world steeped in darkness. 
Advent reminds us that when things seem most dark, light comes … revelation! 
 
As we begin our Advent journey, I invite you to seek God for revelation.  The truth is, we all 
need revelation to help us through dark aspects of our personal lives.  And we also need 
revelation as a church … for God to reveal Himself to bring us guidance and courage.   
 
God’s revelation comes through two primary ways: reading scripture and listening to the Holy 
Spirit.  That said, I encourage you to follow the daily scripture reading provided in our Advent 
resources.  These verses are from the lectionary, a reading plan shared by many churches 
around the world.   
 
Secondly, I encourage you to ask the Holy Spirit for the gift of prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:1-3). 
Prophecy is reporting something that God spontaneously brings to mind.  In other words, it’s 
an image that flashes before your eyes, it’s a scripture verse that surfaces seemingly out of 
nowhere, it’s a specific word (or impression) that comes to mind. According to Paul, the Holy 
Spirit gives the gift of prophecy in order to strengthen, encourage and comfort God’s people.   
 
So a few guidelines for practice: 

● Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you 
● If something spontaneously comes to mind, ask the Holy Spirit if it’s for you, 

somebody else, or the church body 
● Pray if you should do something with the word or impression (i.e. share the word with 

person, pastor, or wait) 
● If the Spirit is saying “share”, please follow the following process: 

o For an individual: Approach the person and say something like, “I sense God 
may have a word for you.”  After sharing the word, ask “does that resonate 
with you?” 

o For the church: Share the word with a pastor (typically seated on right side of 
congregation).  After some discerning the pastor may ask you to share the 
word with the congregation. 

● Thank God for speaking to you 
 
Prophecy is a gift that needs to be tested, so don’t feel embarrassed if you took a risk and 
the word didn’t resonate or wasn’t shared.  Sometimes God uses the word at a different time 
and a different context.  What is important is that you take the risk and ask the Holy Spirit for 
revelation! 
 
As we enter this season of Advent, my prayer is that God would reveal Himself through 
prophetic words … and that the whole congregation would be active participants during our 
worship gatherings by asking the Holy Spirit to speak.   

 


