
	

 

 

 

When children are provided a secure and appropriate environment, they reveal a love of 
learning, the ability for self-direction, and a deeply spiritual nature.  We’ve come to discover that 
what children need is not to be filled with facts or to be entertained but to learn the art of how to 
use the best language possible to identify their experience of God!                                

Godly Play teaches children the art of using Christian language - helping them become more 
fully aware of the mystery of God’s presence in their lives. When Christian language is learned 
by the Godly Play approach, it is learned as a means to know God and to make meaning of our 
lives. This approach is quite different from the traditional model in which the teacher tells the 
children what they need to know. Godly Play is not about things that are that simple. It is not just 
about learning lessons or keeping children entertained. It is about finding each story in God’s 
bigger story, discovering how each story connects, and creatively processing each story’s 
deeper meaning. It assists children in understanding how each story connects us together, as 
God’s people, and with the child’s own experiences and relationship with God. Godly Play 
respects the innate spirituality of children and encourages curiosity and imagination in 
experiencing the mystery and joy of God. 

 

The Godly Play Session 

Welcome: Entering the Space 

The shepherd greets the children and helps the children and parents say goodbye and 
encourage the children to “slow down” mentally and physically, as they enter the room. The 
storyteller is in the room waiting for the children to enter. The storyteller greets each child 
warmly by name and models what should be taking place in the room.  

Building the Circle 

Much can be said about the importance of sitting in circles to hear stories. Everyone is together 
and everyone is important. There is something about sitting in a circle around a campfire that 
brings people together to share. Instead of having a fire in the middle, it’s a story! 

The storyteller helps each child sit in an appropriate place in the circle and helps them to get 
ready. The storyteller explains what is about to take place and what he/she expects to happen. 
Once the children are ready, the story begins.   

Hearing the Word of God: Story Presentation 

The storyteller first invites a child to move the arrow of the large, felt Circle of the Church Year 
hanging on the wall to the next block of color. This helps orient the children in the flow of time 



not only during the week but for the whole year. In addition to Christmas and Easter, we 
celebrate Advent, Lent, Eastertide and Pentecost. Each season or holiday is associated with a 
specific color. The colors that the children associate with the Circle of the Church Year in class 
are used in the classroom as well as communion underlays in the sanctuary. 

When we present a story, we are offering it up for interpretation. It allows the children to process 
the story and wonder about it in association with their experiences with God. Godly Play is not 
the “transfer model” which concentrates on concepts moving from teacher to the student. To 
some, this approach seems too risky. How can one be sure that children will learn what they are 
“supposed” to think and feel about Christianity? Godly Play trusts the process that through 
children, learning to come close to God and God coming close to them, they will gain 
confidence in their discovery of faith and trust. 

Wondering in the Circle 

At the presentation’s end, the storyteller invites the children to wonder together about the 
lesson. It is important for the storyteller to maintain a trusting environment in which the children 
can express the wondering and questions, without fear that they will be wrong. The storyteller 
allows space for thinking and for the children to inform each other about the story. 

Response to the Story 

After wondering, the storyteller goes around the circle asking each child to choose his or her 
work for the day. If necessary, the shepherd helps children get out their work. Some children 
might choose to stay with the storyteller to play with another story. For those who don’t know 
what their work is going to be, they can stay in the circle with the storyteller until they are ready. 

The play in Godly Play is expressed through freedom to choose and engage in his/her own 
creativity and thought process. This is time to test and try what they hear and make sense of it 
through their own experiences. Sometimes adults worry during response time about whether the 
children are truly responding to the story. It may not look like it. Maybe we want to see them 
drawing arks and the great whale. However, it is important to allow this time and freedom 
because their expression may not look like a response, but it is for them. 

The Feast 

After the children put away their response work, they are asked to join the circle for the feast. 
The shepherd helps children set out the napkins, pour the water, and put the snack into a 
basket. Before serving, the food we pray. Children are told about the variety of prayers from 
memorized prayers, to those without words. They are then invited to say prayers if they wish, 
whether silently or aloud. The last prayer is said by the storyteller. 

The feast is a good time to relax together and talk freely. Sometimes the children have more 
questions about the story or about life. After the feast, the children clean things up and put the 
waste in the trash before saying goodbye. 

Saying Goodbye 



The storyteller helps the children get ready to say goodbye. The shepherd stands at the door to 
greet parents and calls each child by name to say goodbye to the storyteller. The storyteller 
holds out hands, letting the child make the decision to hug, hold hands or not touch at all. The 
storyteller says goodbye quietly to each child.  

Saying goodbye is a special time to stop and acknowledge the children as they leave, so they 
know we value them and that they are important in this community. 


